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Christ is Superior to/better than Moses 
Hebrews 3:1-4:13 [vv. 1-6] 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Jesus Christ is better than Moses because as the Son He is the builder of God’s people. I would 
like to open with a word from Pastor John Piper of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 
 

Human beings need two things: we need to hear from God and we need to go to God. We need a word 
from God and we need a way to God. We need to hear from God so that we know what he is like and 
what his purposes are for the world and what he requires of us. And we need a way to God because to be 
cut off from God in death would be darkness and misery and torment forever. So we have these two 
great needs: to hear from God and to go to God. We need revelation from him and reconciliation with 
him.1 

 

What we need, God addresses.  Jesus Christ is the fullest and final revelation from God, and in 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ He becomes for us a merciful and faithful High Priest who 
renders powerless death, frees us from fear of death, and satisfies the justice of God. 
 

How many of us remember when as a child waking up frightened and sacred by the darkness 
and crying out for comfort and direction only to hear the voice of our parent assuring us of 
their presence?  Friend, today in our fear of death and brokenness from sin, God is calling out 
and inviting us to consider Him.  Jesus is the only one in whom we hear from heaven and 
through whom we get to heaven. 
 
“Consider Jesus” -- how simple, yet how profound.  A reason as to why we are invited to 
consider Jesus is because the author knows there is mystery and majesty to who Jesus is and 
what He has done.  There is a profound depth to who God is and what He has done and who I 
am in Him.  The absurdity of God compels me to consider Jesus.  Every generation and culture 
seeks to understand what this means or what this looks like, and for every generation and 
every culture the answers are very diverse, yet there is an intense plainness to the idea of 
CONSIDERING JESUS.   
 
I tire of self-help and secular means sprinkled with scriptural passages as if the Bible actually 
teaches these methods to a happy life.  I believe all truth is God’s truth, but let us not denigrate 
the Scripture into some kind of self-help and happiness manual.  God is not here to make us 
happy.  He is here to make us holy, and He does this in the gospel.  And our happiness is 
found only in Him (Ps. 16:11).    

 
8 I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 9 Therefore 
my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely. 10 For You will not abandon my soul 
to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 11 You will make known to me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (Ps. 16:8-11) 

 
Consider the following statement by Sarah Young in her devotional work, Jesus Calling, for 
September 11. 
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Rejoice in Me always!  No matter what is going on, you can rejoice in your Love-relationship with Me.  
This is the secret of being content in all circumstances.  So many people dream of the day when they will 
finally be happy: when they are out of debt, when their children are out of trouble, when they have more 
leisure time, and so on.  While they daydream, their moments are trickling into the ground like precious 
balm spilling wastefully from overturned bottles. 
 
Fantasizing about future happiness will never bring fulfillment, because fantasy is unreality.  Even 
through I am invisible, I am far more Real than the world you see around you.  My reality is eternal and 
unchanging.  Bring your moments to Me, and I will fill them with vibrant Joy.  Now is the time to rejoice 
in My Presence! 

 

Our deepest need is for us to consider Him, and our greatest deficiency is that we do not.  I 
believe we have so muddled the issue of church programming/culture that we spin our 
wheels on what it looks like instead of simply seeing Him.  The author of Hebrews “gets it.”  
He understands Jesus is the end of all special revelation.  He understands Jesus is better than 
the sensational experience of encountering an angel.  He understands Jesus is better then the 
most popular OT prophet as seen in Moses.  Friend, Jesus is vastly more satisfying than 
anything else in this world.  Will you, with me, simply consider Him? 
 
Let us now study the text that is leading us to this conclusion.  First, let us note the author’s 
opening exhortation (3:1). 
 

Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heavenly calling, take note of Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest whom we confess (Hebrews 3:1) 

 
Why the “Therefore”?  “Therefore” informs us that our author is linking our text with what 
has been said earlier. Chapter 1 speaks of Jesus as the Son, God’s full and final revelation to 
man, who has supremacy over all creation, particularly the angels. Chapter 2 then begins with 
an exhortation to listen more carefully to what God has spoken through Him: 
 

1 Therefore we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For if the 
message spoken through angels proved to be so firm that every violation or disobedience received its just 
penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first communicated through the 
Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard him, 4 while God confirmed their witness with signs 
and wonders and various miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will (Hebrews 
2:1-4). 

 
The remainder of chapter 2 speaks of the incarnation of the Son and its impact on man. The 
Son added sinless humanity to His undiminished deity and for a little while lived and suffered 
among men, culminating in His sacrificial death, burial, resurrection, and ascension to the 
right hand of the Father. His incarnation, accompanied by sufferings, qualified the Son to 
identify with mankind, so that He could restore man to his former glory and authority that 
was lost at the fall of man, by His experiencing the death that sin brought into the world 
(Hebrews 2:5-9). Our Lord’s incarnation equipped the Son to produce a new family through 
His sacrificial death at Calvary, a family that is sanctified – set apart from the rest of humanity 
(2:11-13). So, too, our Lord’s incarnation made Him one of us (man) so that He could bear the 
death penalty we deserve, thus bringing death to death, and thereby stripping Satan of the 
power he held over men (2:14-15).  
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The impact of His incarnation does not stop here. Our Lord’s identification with mankind – 
and specifically with Abraham – qualified Him to be the One through whom the Abrahamic 
Covenant would be fulfilled. In Him, “the seed” of Abraham, all of the nations of the earth, are 
blessed, and all those who trust in Him become “sons of Abraham,” the special object of God’s 
affection and blessing (2:16). Finally (so far as our author is concerned at the moment), the 
identification of the Son with man has qualified Him to become a merciful and faithful High 
Priest, whose atoning death satisfied the Father’s righteous wrath toward sin and whose 
empathy with man enables Him to come to the aid of all who need help (2:17-18). 
 
Thus, the One who was described as “higher than the angels” in chapter 1 became “lower 

than the angels” (as described) in chapter 2, so that He could raise fallen men up with Him in 
His exaltation, glory, and power.  In the light of chapter 2, we have even greater reason to pay 
attention to Jesus, and thus the author commences an extended exhortation which will extend 
through Hebrews 4. While there is still a strong emphasis on the Word of God which our Lord 
has revealed (see 4:12-13), it seems as though the author wants us to fix our attention on Jesus 
Himself: 
 

Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heavenly calling, take note of Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest whom we confess (Hebrews 3:1). 

 
How is his audience described?  It is important that we understand to whom this exhortation 
is addressed. Without looking beyond chapter 3, we can see from verse 1 that the recipients are 
addressed as “holy brethren.”   
 
I find the idea of identifying those in Christ as holy captivating.  There is always a debate as to 
whether or not this description is based on one’s position in Christ or performance in the 
world.  Friend, there is no personal holiness apart from positional holiness.  You cannot act 
holy unless you are holy.  Position produces performance.  Performance cannot produce 
position.  And unless you fail to understand this idea, the gospel that is Jesus Christ does not 
encourage or cuddle debauchery.   The message of unadulterated grace does not enable sin to 
flourish.  The gospel is the only thing that renders powerless the one who has the power of 
death that is the devil and frees those who are enslaved in fear of death and satisfies the justice 
of God.  It is the message of grace that enables and encourages those who are free from sin and 
death to live free from sin and death. 
 
What would the author of Hebrews say to those who are drifting from Jesus Christ or 
neglecting Christ?  What the author of Hebrews would say and says is, “CONSIDER HIM!”  
He is powerful enough to keep you from sin and sinning.  He is the captain of our salvation 
(2:10). 
 
Then his audience is addressed as “partners in a heavenly call.” 
 

The Israelites had an earthly calling; they were called out of Egypt to go into the promised land: 
Christians have a heavenly calling; they are invited to leave the bondage of sin, and go to the kingdom of 
God.2 
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The word “partner” is metochos.  It simply means one who shares.  It is used six times in the 
NT and only once outside of Hebrews (Luke 5:7; Heb. 1:9; 3:1, 14; 6:4; 12:8).  The verb form 
metecho is used on in 1 Corinthians (9:10, 12; 10:17, 21, 30) and Hebrews (2:14; 5:13; 7:13).  
Thus the author of Hebrews dominates the usage of the word in the New Testament.  The 
journey we are on is occupied by an innumerable host.  We, like many others, share a heavenly 
calling. 
 
Earlier I spoke of Pastor Piper’s thought concerning our need to hear from God and to know 
the way to God.  Listen to how he ties that idea with this statement concerning our heavenly 
calling. 
 

Christians are people who have heard and believed a heavenly calling, and are therefore partakers of it, 
sharers in it—"holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling." It is a heavenly calling because it comes from 
heaven—from God. And it is a heavenly calling because it invites us and leads us to heaven—to God.  
 
In other words this "heavenly calling" relates to the two great needs that we have: a word from God and a 
way to God. It's a heavenly calling, which means it is a word from heaven, a word from God. And it's a 
calling, which means it is meant to show us the way home to God. Christians are people who have been 
gripped by this calling. The word of God broke through our resistance, and took hold of us with the truth 
and love of Christ, and reconciled us to God and is now leading us home to heaven. God has spoken from 
heaven, and made a way to heaven, and we have believed and our hope and confidence are firm.3 

 
Finally, he identifies his audience as “those who confess Jesus as Apostle and High Priest.” 
 

Among the Jews the high priest was considered to be also the apostle of God; and it is in conformity to 
this notion that the apostle speaks.  And he exhorts the Hebrews to consider Jesus Christ to be both their 
High Priest and Apostle; and to expect these offices to be henceforth fulfilled by him, and by him alone.  
This was the fullest intimation that the Mosaic economy was at an end, and the priesthood changed.4 

 
Notice the simplicity of this confession, “Jesus as Apostle and High Priest.”  The word 
“confession” is homologia. The verb form is used in 1 John 1:9 for “confess.”  It simply means 
“to say the same word; to agree.”   
 
Notice how the apostle John uses this word throughout his letters. 
 

Whosoever denies the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that confesses the Son hath the Father 
also. (1 John 2:23) 
 
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: 3 And every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is 
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world. (1 John 4:2, 3) 
 
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in him, and he in God. (1 John 4:15) 
 
For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and an antichrist. (2 John 1:7) 
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This is a creedal confession.  There are those who do not confess Jesus as the Apostle sent from 
God and the High Priest for all men at all times.  We do; they do not.  By these designations, 
we are informed that the author is addressing fellow believers.  I still grieve over how complex 
these issues are in our day, yet this complexity existed in the early centuries of the church.  
And it is in this area we must be vigilant.   
 
The exhortation is a simple one, “take note of Jesus.” The NASB simply renders, “consider 
Jesus,” and the NIV more fully renders “fix your thoughts on Jesus.” This sounds a great deal 
like the exhortation we will find later in Hebrews 12: 
 

Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy set out for him he 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God (Heb. 
12:2). 
 
The character and work of the Son of God are worthy of the profound and prayerful consideration of 
every man; and especially every Christian should reflect much on him. Of the friend that we love we 
think much; but what friend have we like the Lord Jesus?5 

 
What is it, in particular, that the author wants us to take note of regarding Jesus? He tells us in 
this verse – we are to take note of Jesus as the “apostle and high priest” whom we confess as 
such.  
 

Jesus was the Apostle of the Father, and has given to mankind the new covenant; and we are to consider 
the whole system of Christianity as coming immediately from him. Every system of religion must have a 
priest and a prophet; the one to declare the will of God, the other to minister in holy things. Moses was 
the apostle under the old testament, and Aaron the priest.  When Moses was removed, the prophets 
succeeded him; and the sons of Aaron were the priests after the death of their father.  This system is now 
annulled; and Jesus is the Prophet who declares the Father's will, and he is the Priest who ministers in the 
things pertaining to God, see Heb 2:17; as he makes atonement for the sins of the people, and is the 
Mediator between God and man.6 
 
The word apostle is nowhere else applied to the Lord Jesus. The word means one who is sent--and in this 
sense it might be applied to the Redeemer as one sent by God, or as by way of eminence THE one sent by 
him. But the connexion seems to demand that there should be some allusion here to one who sustained a 
similar rank among the Jews; and it is probable that the allusion is to Moses, as having been the great 
apostle of God to the Jewish people, and that Paul here means to say, that the Lord Jesus, under the new 
dispensation, filled the place of Moses and of the high priest under the old, and that the office of "apostle" 
and "high priest," instead of being now separated, as it was between Moses and Aaron under the old 
dispensation, was now blended in the Messiah.7 

 
We are not just to “practice what we preach;” we are to “ponder what we proclaim.”   “Take 

note of Jesus” – as others have noted, this could not only serve as the summation of this 
lengthy exhortation, it could very well [capsulate] the message of the entire Book of Hebrews. 
It might even be a summary of the message of the Bible. Where else should we look?  Friends, 
if Jesus is enough, then nothing else matters, and if Jesus is not enough, then nothing else 
matters. 
 
The author is about to compare (and then contrast) Jesus with the much revered Moses. These 
two areas – apostle and high priest – are those areas which our author has chosen to 
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demonstrate the superiority of the Lord Jesus to Moses; that comparison is about to begin in 
the next verse. 
 
Why is our Lord compared to and then contrasted with Moses (3:2-6a)? 
 

THE Jews valued their religion because it had been imparted by a law-giver so eminent as Moses--a man 
more distinguished than any other one on earth as a legislator. To him they looked with pride as the 
founder of their economy, and the medium through whom God had given them their peculiar laws. Next 
to him, their high priest was the most important functionary in the nation. He was at the head of their 
religion, and served to distinguish it from all others. The [author of Hebrews], therefore, proceeds to 
show, that in these respects the Christian religion had lost nothing, but had the advantage altogether--
that it was founded by one superior to Moses, and that Christ, as high priest, was superior by far, to the 
high priest of the Jews.8 

 
Notice the importance of Moses in the Old Testament.  He led the nation out of Egyptian 
bondage (Exod. 13).  He received the Law from God for the people of Israel (Exod. 20ff).  He 
mediated for the people before God (Numbers).  Thus, “The biblical character of Moses is the 
most important figure in Judaism, the leader of the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage 
and particularly, the great teacher of the Torah he received from God; hence the Torah is often 
called the ‘Torah of Moses’”.9 
 
Let us also note his importance in the New Testament.  Any casual reading of the New 
Testament shows immediately how elevated the Jewish elite thought of Moses, and I might 
add, rightly so.  Jesus encouraged those He healed to follow the instruction given by Moses 
concerning such matters (Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44).  Jesus quoted the Pentateuch as if they were the 
words of Moses (Mark 7:10; 12:26).  At the Mount of His transfiguration, it was Moses and 
Elijah who appeared at His side (Matt. 17:3, 4).  The Pentateuch or Torah is often synonymous 
with Moses the man (Matt. 19:7, 8; 22:24). 
 
Moses was considered as one who spoke for God (Luke 16:29, 31).  Our Lord saw the division 
of the Sacred Scripture as attributed to Moses (Luke 24:27, 44).  Even a casual reading of the 
New Testament shows the elevated role Moses played in the purpose of God. 
 

For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ (John 1:17). 
 
Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you 
have set your hope. (John 5:45) 
 
For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. (John 5:46) 
 
Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of 
heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven." (John 6:32) 
 
They reviled him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. (John 9:28) 

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is from. (John 
9:29) 
 
Moses said, 'THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR 
BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED to everything He says to you. (Acts 3:22) 
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Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses 
and against God." (Acts 6:11) 
 
for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which 
Moses handed down to us. (Acts 6:14) 
 
Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." (Acts 15:1) 
 
But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise 
them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses." (Acts 15:5) 
 
For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath. (Acts 15:21) 

 
Moses was a great man. He serves well the purpose of the author of Hebrews because Moses is 
the “high water mark” for men in the Old Testament. If our author can prove Jesus to be 
superior – vastly superior – to Moses, then Jesus must truly be great.  
 
I so appreciate the observation made by A.T. Robertson and how he notes the tone of our 
author. 
 

The author makes no depreciatory remarks about Moses as he did not about the prophets and the angels. 
He cheerfully admits that Moses was faithful "in all his house", an allusion to Numbers 12:7 about 
Moses.10 

 
Why do we feel compelled to tear others down only so that we might feel better about 
ourselves?  Angels have their place in the economy of God.  Moses has his place in the 
economy of God; yet both are only shadows and serve the greater purpose of pointing to Jesus.  
Notice with me the comparison between our Lord Jesus and that of Moses. 
 
Our text begins by comparing Moses and Jesus - both were faithful (3:1-2). 
 

Who is faithful to the one who appointed him, as Moses was also in God’s house (Heb. 3:2). 

 
Moses was faithful in discharging his responsibilities in relation to the nation and to the 
Tabernacle.  Jesus, likewise, is faithful in the discharging of His responsibilities to the Father.  
Now the contrast comes into play. 
 
He then contrasts the two – Jesus is both builder and Son (vv. 3-6a). 

 
3 For he has come to deserve greater glory than Moses, just as the builder of a house deserves greater 
honor than the house itself! 4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God 5 

Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that would be spoken. 6 

But Christ is faithful as a sonover God’s house (Heb. 3:5-6a, emphasis mine).  

 
Two thoughts are noted: Christ is superior to Moses in His Work - Builder versus Building 
(3:3-4); Just as Jesus is “higher than the angels” (1:1—2:18), He is also greater than Moses (3:1-
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6). Our Lord was faithful “to the one who appointed him” (3:2). Moses was faithful “in God’s 
house” (3:5), and thus he is viewed as being a part of the house in verses 3 and 4. What is this 
“house”? The “house” is My house (3:5), that is, God’s house. This is a term that is often used 
in reference to the nation Israel, and then also to the temple. No doubt here “house” means that 
Moses was faithful in (or among) the people of God, the Israelites. I say among because the 
author’s point here is that Moses is a part of the house; the Son, however, is greater than the 
house. He is the builder of the house. The Creator is always greater than the creation. 
 
Moses was faithful in serving his house.  What is the house in our text?  Two thoughts are 
offered.  First, it can refer to the nation of Israel as a whole.  Second, it can refer to the 
Tabernacle as the house of God. 
 

House not only means the place where a family dwells, but also the family itself.  The whole congregation 
of Israel was the house or family of God, and God is represented as dwelling among them; and Moses 
was his steward, and was faithful in the discharge of his office.11 

 
In verse 1, the reader is exhorted to “take note of Jesus.” Let us not miss the fact that our 
author is proclaiming the deity of the Lord Jesus.  
 
Although Moses was faithful in managing the house, Jesus Christ is the one who built the 
house.  The difference is significant.  Listen to how Adam Clarke captures the idea of this text. 
 

There can be no doubt that a man who builds a house for his own accommodation is more honourable 
than the house itself; but the house here intended is the [people of God].  This [people], here called a 
house or family, is built by Christ; he is the Head, Governor, Soul and Life of it; he must therefore be 
greater than Moses, who was only a member and officer in that [group], who never put a stone in this 
spiritual building but was even himself put in it by the great Architect.  Moses was in this house, and 
faithful in this house; but the house was the [people] of God, and builded and governed by Christ.12 

 
Friend, no man builds the church.  Only Jesus Christ builds the church.  We might scheme, 
plot, and plan, but only God can build His church.  As great as some men and women appear 
to be, they are nothing in comparison to Jesus Christ. 
 

The literal sense is plain enough: "Every structure plainly implies an, architect, and an end for which it 
was formed.  The architect may be employed by him for whose use the house is intended; but the efficient 
cause of the erection is that which is here to he regarded."13 

 
The second noted idea is Christ is superior to Moses in His Person - Servant versus Son (3:5-
6a). 
 

The fidelity of Moses was the fidelity of a servant; he was not the framer of that Church or house; he was 
employed, under God, to arrange and order it: he was steward to the Builder and Owner.14 

 
Two more elements of contrast are introduced in verses 5 and 6. First, we see that Moses was 
faithful “as a servant,” while “Christ” was faithful “as a son.” Second, this contrast between 
“servant” and “son” is underscored by the fact that Moses was a servant “in” all God’s house 
(verse 5), while Christ is the Son “over” God’s house. 
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Moses was faithful as a servant IN the house; Jesus was faithful, as the first-born Son, OVER the house of 
which he is the Heir and Governor.  Here, then, is the conclusion of the argument in reference to Christ's 
superiority over Moses.  Moses did not found the house or family, Christ did; Moses was but in the 
house, or one of the family, Christ was over the house as its Ruler; Moses was but servant in the house, 
Christ was the Son and Heir; Moses was in the house of another, Christ in his own house.15 

 
Here is a crucial point in our understanding of Moses within the Story of God.  Moses was not 
in competition to the Story.  Moses had a definable role in the Story.  Hence our Lord told the 
Jews, John 5:46, “If ye had believed Moses, ye would have believed me, for he wrote of me.”  
Moses is pointing us to Jesus.  Do we see Him?  Study your Bibles, live your life, but do not 
miss Him.  Let us heed the admonition of our author; let us CONSIDER HIM. 
 
There is an “if” clause in verse six that we will consider in our next paragraph.  But before we 
leave this study, let us remember to whom we turn.  The question confronting us is rather 
simple, “Are you trusting Jesus only and alone as our High Priest who alone and only satisfies 
the justice of God and the sentence of death against you?”  If your answer is yes, you are in His 
house.  If your answer is no, then you are not in His house.  Today, I invite you to say yes to 
Jesus. 
 
From this text let us lay hold of certain truths.  First, know who you are; think of the 
descriptive given to the people of God in 3:1.  Second, never stop considering Jesus.  Third, put 
no one and nothing before Him or beside Him.  Everything is always behind Him. And finally, 
if you struggle with assurance, go back to what you know.  It isn’t how hard are you trying, 
but how fully are you resting.  If Jesus is your High Priest, then you need not fear death. 
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